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Chapter 8,
Well everyone, the time has come! Our 2025/2026 year has come to an end
with our final chapter meeting in May. A couple weeks ago we had an
insightful presentation from Brad Diehl, Director of High Voltage
Resilience Engineering at CenterPoint Energy, discussing CenterPoint’s
Greater Houston Resiliency Initiative & System Resiliency Plan as they
service the US’s 4  largest populated metropolitan area. A week before
that, ROWCares hosted their 34  annual Dan Ewing Memorial Golf
Tournament at the Wildcat Golf Club.

th

th

As this season comes to an end and we have a change of guard on the board of directors, I’d like
to personally thank each of our board members for their dedication and hard work this year.
Additionally, I’d like to thank all of our committee chairs for their conitnued commitment to the
chapter and of course all of our special committe members for everyone’s continued participation.
Lastly i want to thank you, everyon in Chapter 8 again for everyone’s continued support and
dedication to this Chapter for banking this another successful year. From the monthly meetings,
to teh happy hours, symposiums, golf tournaments, parties, etc., everyone’s work efforts are trly
on display. Those who have taken time out of their busy schedules to particiate in events, those
who have volunteered time, donated money, and shared knowledge via presentations, is what
makes this group of people truly special. We are the best Chapter only because we have the best
people.

~ Chico Negual
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Brad Diehl | Director, High Voltage Resilience Engineering
CenterPoint Energy’s Greater Houston Resiliency Iniative (GHRI)
& System Resiliency Plan (SRP)
Brad Diehl, Director of High Voltage Resilience Engineering at CenterPoint
Energy, shared an overview of the company’s System Resiliency Plan and
ongoing efforts to strengthen Houston’s electric grid against severe weather
and rapid growth.
The presentation focused on improving the reliability and resilience of the
greater Houston power system through upgrades to overhead and
underground distribution lines, substations, and transmission infrastructure. Key
initiatives include replacing aging wooden poles with stronger materials,
expanding vegetation management, installing automated “self-healing” grid
technology, improving flood protection at substations, and enhancing
communication with customers during outages.
Brad highlighted the challenges Houston faces due to hurricanes, flooding,
extreme temperatures, and rapid population growth, noting that Harris County
ranks the highest-rankedrisked counties in the nation for natural disasters.
CenterPoint has already completed major resiliency improvements, including
thousands of pole replacements, expanded tree trimming efforts, and new 

automated switching devices
designed to reduce outage
duration and speed restoration
times.
The company also discussed
future investments in larger
transmission projects to support
increasing energy demand across
Texas, while emphasizing its
commitment to building a
stronger, more resilient electric
sytem for the Houston community.
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Daniel Shaw, SR/WA

2026-2027 Board of Directors
Chico Negual, 2  Year Director, Allison Craighead, President, Kirby Ewing,

Vice President, Lori Gerard, Secretary, Taylor Sass, Treasurer (via Walt Sass)
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Chapter 8 has been selected as finalists for:
Chapter of the Year
Website of the Year

Newsletter of the Year

Chapter 8 has been selected as finalists for:
Chapter of the Year
Website of the Year

Newsletter of the Year



www.irwa8.org info@irwa8.org

UPCOMING EVENTS

IRWA CHAPTER 8 - HOUSTON

July
29-30

June
26-29

2026 Region 2 Fall Forum 
College Station, TX

International Education Conference 
Omaha, Nebraska
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https://eweb.irwaonline.org/eweb/StartPage.aspx?Site=OM2026
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https://www.rwief.org/
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2026 SCHEDULED COURSES

200 Principles of Real 
Estate Negotiation Virtual1.21.2026

Date Course Location

2.3.2026 501 Residential Relocation
Assistance

Virtual

2.4.2026
901 Engineering Plan 
Development & Application CenterPoint

2.12.2026 700 Introduction to 
Property/Asset Management Virtual

2.19.2026 800 Principles of
Real Estate Law Virtual

3.2.2026
215 Right of Way Acquisition
for Pipeline Projects CenterPoint

3.18.2026
203 Alternative Dispute 
Resolution Virtual

3.18.2026 303 Project Management & 
Consultant Hiring Process Virtual

3.27.2026 102 Elevating Your Ethical
Awareness Virtual

4.7.2026 421 The Valuation of
Partial Acquisition

Virtual

8.24.2026
900 Principles of Real Estate 
Engineering

Virtual

5.26.2026 105 The Uniform Act - Executive
Summary

Virtual

5.28.2026 203 Alternative Dispute
Resolution

Virtual

6.8.2026 502 Non-Residential Relocation 
Assistance

Virtual



105 - The Uniform Act Executive Summary
Start Date: 5/26/2026
End Date: 5/26/2026
No. of Days: 1 Day
Course Level: Core 
CEU Credit: 8.00
Class Time:  8:00am - 5:00pm Pacific Time
Tuition: $265 Member/$385 Non-Member
Sponsored By: Chapter 8

Course Description: This course will benefit anyone who wants to learn more about the Uniform Relocation
Assistance & Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, as amended, and provides a better
understanding of land acquisition activities that receive federal financial assistance or that utilize federal
regulations. Participants will have knowledge in relocation assistance and the steps in a typical land
acquisition project; specifically, project components and impacts on both project schedules and budgets.

 
Instructor: TBD

Facility Information:                                                                             
Virtual
Newrow Conference Call
Start Time: 8am Pacific
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FURTHERING YOUR EDUCATION

Participant Capacity: 20
 

Click to Register: Course Description

Course Coordinator:
Jamie Campbell
832.382.4338
jecampbell622@gmail.com

https://www.irwaonline.org/courses/152/105-the-uniform-act-executive-summary/description/?evt_key=2fa2b2a7-5dde-450f-9ccb-00e37d749a5f
https://www.irwaonline.org/courses/152/105-the-uniform-act-executive-summary/description/?evt_key=2fa2b2a7-5dde-450f-9ccb-00e37d749a5f


203 - Alternative Dispute Resolution
Start Date: 5/28/2026
End Date: 5/29/2026
No. of Days: 2 Days
Course Level: Intermediate
CEU Credit: 16.00
Class Time:  8:00am - 5:00pm Mountain Time
Tuition: $415 Member/$575 Non-Member
Sponsored By: Chapter 8

Course Description: This course provides the right of way professional with information regarding alternate
methods to resolve negotiation disputes. Participants will learn how to identify different alternative dispute
resolution (ADR) methods and how to recognize each method’s strengths and weaknesses. Participants will
also learn how to bust through deadlock, how to save money when negotiations are not successful, and how
to avoid getting involved in court proceedings.

 
Instructor: Pat Thayer, SR/WA, attended the University of Alaska Fairbanks. Pat is the 2017 Frank
C. Balfour Professional of the Year Award winner. She is employed as a Sr. Project Manager for HDR
and is co-locating between Alaska and Washington State. HDR is a Global, Employee owned
Company providing a wide range of comprehensive land rights and right of way services which
include, acquisition, permitting, and relocation for pipeline, power, energy, renewable,
transportation, tribal and native allotment land, telecommunication, and governmental sectors. Pat
has been involved in the Right of Way Industry since 1980 and has worked for both private and
public sectors negotiating various property rights as well as providing relocation advisory services
for projects in both the private and public sectors. Pat has worked on unique projects in Alaska,
Utah, Oregon and Washington State. Pat has been an IRWA member for 33 years and holds her
SR/WA designation. She is a member of Chapter 71 in Fairbanks, AK as well as a member at large
with sister Chapter 49 in Anchorage, AK. Pat is a member at large of the International Pipeline
Committee.

Facility Information:                                                                             
Virtual
Newrow Conference Call
Start Time: 8am Mountain
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FURTHERING YOUR EDUCATION

Participant Capacity: 20
 Click to Register: Course Description

Course Coordinator:
Laura De La Cruz
281.713.0989
laura.delacruz@wsbeng.com

https://www.irwaonline.org/courses/264/203-alternative-dispute-resolution/description/?evt_key=af00e302-f9e0-4dea-a5c4-11c2b36da334
https://www.irwaonline.org/courses/264/203-alternative-dispute-resolution/description/?evt_key=af00e302-f9e0-4dea-a5c4-11c2b36da334


502 - Non-Residential Relocation Assistance
Start Date: 6/8/2026
End Date: 6/9/2026
No. of Days: 2 Days
Course Level: Intermediate
CEU Credit: 16.00
Class Time:  8:00am - 5:00pm Pacific Time
Tuition: $415 Member/$575 Non-Member
Sponsored By: Chapter 8

Course Description: This course presents the processes necessary to relocate a business. Participants will
learn how to apply provisions of the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies
Act of 1970, in conjunction with the Surface Transportation and Relocation Assistance Act of 1987, and
subsequent revisions, to the relocations of non-residential entities.

 
Instructor: Leslie Findlay, SR/WA, R/W-RAC, is Vice President if Tierra Right of Way Services, Ltd..
(Tierra). Leslie has been involved in right of way activities since 1998. She specializes in right of
way, and is a subject matter expert in relocation assistance. Prior to joining Tierra, she served as a
Project Manager for Universal Field Services and spent 15 years working in Real Estate Services at
the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT). At WSDOT, Leslie was responsible
for the development and implementation of training courses for staff, consultant, and local agency
employees. She also performed quality assurance oversight, provided relocation assistance
services, and conducted project certification reviews on Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)-
funded projects in Washington. Throughout her career, Leslie has served in leadership roles,
provided training, and acted as a mentor to agencies and employees. Leslie holds the SR/WA
designation and R/W-RAC certification from the International Right of Way Association (IRWA).
She currently serves on the International Professional Education Committee, as the Vice Chair for
the Instructor Development Sub-Committee. She is the former Chair of the IRWA’s International
Relocation Assistance Community of Practice, past President of IRWA’s Puget Sound Chapter 4,
and was named Chapter Professional of the Year in 2014. She is also a certified CLIMB instructor for
IRWA Relocation courses.
Facility Information:                                                                             
Virtual
Newrow Conference Call
Start Time: 8am Mountain
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FURTHERING YOUR EDUCATION

Participant Capacity: 20
 Click to Register: Course Description

Course Coordinator:
LaTanya Whitaker
281.206.9509
latanya.whitaker@hdrinc.com

https://www.irwaonline.org/courses/246/502-non-residential-relocation-assistance/description/?evt_key=b8abb089-a9ba-4a3b-9de9-797f27578595
https://www.irwaonline.org/courses/246/502-non-residential-relocation-assistance/description/?evt_key=b8abb089-a9ba-4a3b-9de9-797f27578595
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Chris Gossett SR/WA
Kevin Hicks SR/WA
Daniel Shaw SR/WA

Chris Gossett SR/WA
Kevin Hicks SR/WA
Daniel Shaw SR/WA

On your SR/WA certification!On your SR/WA certification!On your SR/WA certification!On your SR/WA certification!



FURTHURING YOUR EDUCATION

www.irwa8.org IRWA CHAPTER 8 - HOUSTON info@irwa8.org



www.irwa8.org info@irwa8.org

THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW

IRWA CHAPTER 8 - HOUSTON

https://membernetwork.irwaonline.org/home
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IRWA Luncheons Approved for SR/WA Rectification Credits
As you may know, the IRWA International Credential Committee has moved to a
“Self Reporting” model. Meaning, IRWA members simply report that they
attended X amount of meetings for X amount of hours on their CE forms. Each
luncheon attended will earn you one (1) hour re-certification credit. Be sure to
pick up a form you can fill out and retain for your records at our next IRWA
Chapter 8 Meeting!

Want a Free Lunch?
The Chapter 8 Board has decided to offer its members the opportunity to
receive a free lunch for the submission, acceptance and publication of a
newsletter article.

To Qualify:
1.You must be a current IRWA Chapter 8 Member (Chapter Chairs and

Executive Officers excluded)
2.Submit a newsletter article and have it published in the Award-Winning The

Centerline
3.You receive a free lunch voucher for one of the regularly scheduled lunch

meetings.
Submit articles to Karla Breitinger via email at kjbreitinger@eprod.com
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About the IRWA
Since its inception as a not-for-profit association in 1934, the IRWA has united the
efforts of its members toward professional development, strong ethics and improved
service to employers and the public, along with advancements within the right of
way profession. IRW is the unsurpassed sources of right of way educational
programs and professional services world wide.

Our Members
Dedicated exclusively to the right of way profession, IRWA has nearly 10,000
members throughout the US, Canada and Africa. Our members are multi-disciplined
professionals employed by private industry and government agencies as Acquisition
Agents, Appraisers, Environment Professionals, Engineers, Lawyers, Property
Managers, Relocations Assistance Agents, Surveyors and Title Experts.

Welcome New Members!
Tiffany Campbell
Royce Daves
Lyndsey Domingue
Davin Flores
Elizabeth Glotfelty
Hunter Graeber
Jeran Jackson-Hill

Tiffany Campbell
Royce Daves
Lyndsey Domingue
Davin Flores
Elizabeth Glotfelty
Hunter Graeber
Jeran Jackson-Hill

Michelle Kuper
Polee Love
Zach Pilkington
Madison Trimble
John Vicklund
Matthew Ware

Michelle Kuper
Polee Love
Zach Pilkington
Madison Trimble
John Vicklund
Matthew Ware
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	Chapter 8, Well everyone, the time has come! Our 2025/2026 year has come to an end with our final chapter meeting in May. A couple weeks ago we had an insightful presentation from Brad Diehl, Director of High Voltage Resilience Engineering at CenterPoint Energy, discussing CenterPoint’s Greater Houston Resiliency Initiative & System Resiliency Plan as they service the US’s 4th largest populated metropolitan area. A week before that, ROWCares hosted their 34th annual Dan Ewing Memorial Golf Tournament at the Wildcat Golf Club.
	As this season comes to an end and we have a change of guard on the board of directors, I’d like to personally thank each of our board members for their dedication and hard work this year. Additionally, I’d like to thank all of our committee chairs for their conitnued commitment to the chapter and of course all of our special committe members for everyone’s continued participation. Lastly i want to thank you, everyon in Chapter 8 again for everyone’s continued support and dedication to this Chapter for banking this another successful year. From the monthly meetings, to teh happy hours, symposiums, golf tournaments, parties, etc., everyone’s work efforts are trly on display. Those who have taken time out of their busy schedules to particiate in events, those who have volunteered time, donated money, and shared knowledge via presentations, is what makes this group of people truly special. We are the best Chapter only because we have the best people.
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	105 - The Uniform Act Executive Summary Start Date: 5/26/2026 End Date: 5/26/2026 No. of Days: 1 Day Course Level: Core  CEU Credit: 8.00 Class Time:  8:00am - 5:00pm Pacific Time Tuition: $265 Member/$385 Non-Member Sponsored By: Chapter 8
	Instructor: TBD
	Facility Information:                                                                              Virtual Newrow Conference Call Start Time: 8am Pacific
	Participant Capacity: 20
	Click to Register: Course Description
	Course Coordinator: Jamie Campbell 832.382.4338 jecampbell622@gmail.com
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	203 - Alternative Dispute Resolution Start Date: 5/28/2026 End Date: 5/29/2026 No. of Days: 2 Days Course Level: Intermediate CEU Credit: 16.00 Class Time:  8:00am - 5:00pm Mountain Time Tuition: $415 Member/$575 Non-Member Sponsored By: Chapter 8
	Instructor: Pat Thayer, SR/WA, attended the University of Alaska Fairbanks. Pat is the 2017 Frank C. Balfour Professional of the Year Award winner. She is employed as a Sr. Project Manager for HDR and is co-locating between Alaska and Washington State. HDR is a Global, Employee owned Company providing a wide range of comprehensive land rights and right of way services which include, acquisition, permitting, and relocation for pipeline, power, energy, renewable, transportation, tribal and native allotment land, telecommunication, and governmental sectors. Pat has been involved in the Right of Way Industry since 1980 and has worked for both private and public sectors negotiating various property rights as well as providing relocation advisory services for projects in both the private and public sectors. Pat has worked on unique projects in Alaska, Utah, Oregon and Washington State. Pat has been an IRWA member for 33 years and holds her SR/WA designation. She is a member of Chapter 71 in Fairbanks, AK as well as a member at large with sister Chapter 49 in Anchorage, AK. Pat is a member at large of the International Pipeline Committee.
	Facility Information:                                                                              Virtual Newrow Conference Call Start Time: 8am Mountain
	Course Coordinator: Laura De La Cruz 281.713.0989 laura.delacruz@wsbeng.com
	Participant Capacity: 20
	Click to Register: Course Description
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	502 - Non-Residential Relocation Assistance Start Date: 6/8/2026 End Date: 6/9/2026 No. of Days: 2 Days Course Level: Intermediate CEU Credit: 16.00 Class Time:  8:00am - 5:00pm Pacific Time Tuition: $415 Member/$575 Non-Member Sponsored By: Chapter 8
	Course Description: This course presents the processes necessary to relocate a business. Participants will learn how to apply provisions of the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, in conjunction with the Surface Transportation and Relocation Assistance Act of 1987, and subsequent revisions, to the relocations of non-residential entities.
	Instructor: Leslie Findlay, SR/WA, R/W-RAC, is Vice President if Tierra Right of Way Services, Ltd.. (Tierra). Leslie has been involved in right of way activities since 1998. She specializes in right of way, and is a subject matter expert in relocation assistance. Prior to joining Tierra, she served as a Project Manager for Universal Field Services and spent 15 years working in Real Estate Services at the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT). At WSDOT, Leslie was responsible for the development and implementation of training courses for staff, consultant, and local agency employees. She also performed quality assurance oversight, provided relocation assistance services, and conducted project certification reviews on Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)-  funded projects in Washington. Throughout her career, Leslie has served in leadership roles, provided training, and acted as a mentor to agencies and employees. Leslie holds the SR/WA designation and R/W-RAC certification from the International Right of Way Association (IRWA). She currently serves on the International Professional Education Committee, as the Vice Chair for the Instructor Development Sub-Committee. She is the former Chair of the IRWA’s International Relocation Assistance Community of Practice, past President of IRWA’s Puget Sound Chapter 4, and was named Chapter Professional of the Year in 2014. She is also a certified CLIMB instructor for IRWA Relocation courses. Facility Information:                                                                              Virtual Newrow Conference Call Start Time: 8am Mountain
	Course Coordinator: LaTanya Whitaker 281.206.9509 latanya.whitaker@hdrinc.com
	Participant Capacity: 20
	Click to Register: Course Description
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	IRWA Luncheons Approved for SR/WA Rectification Credits As you may know, the IRWA International Credential Committee has moved to a “Self Reporting” model. Meaning, IRWA members simply report that they attended X amount of meetings for X amount of hours on their CE forms. Each luncheon attended will earn you one (1) hour re-certification credit. Be sure to pick up a form you can fill out and retain for your records at our next IRWA Chapter 8 Meeting!
	Want a Free Lunch? The Chapter 8 Board has decided to offer its members the opportunity to receive a free lunch for the submission, acceptance and publication of a newsletter article.
	To Qualify:
	You must be a current IRWA Chapter 8 Member (Chapter Chairs and Executive Officers excluded)
	Submit a newsletter article and have it published in the Award-Winning The Centerline
	You receive a free lunch voucher for one of the regularly scheduled lunch meetings.
	Submit articles to Karla Breitinger via email at kjbreitinger@eprod.com
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	About the IRWA Since its inception as a not-for-profit association in 1934, the IRWA has united the efforts of its members toward professional development, strong ethics and improved service to employers and the public, along with advancements within the right of way profession. IRW is the unsurpassed sources of right of way educational programs and professional services world wide.
	Our Members Dedicated exclusively to the right of way profession, IRWA has nearly 10,000 members throughout the US, Canada and Africa. Our members are multi-disciplined professionals employed by private industry and government agencies as Acquisition Agents, Appraisers, Environment Professionals, Engineers, Lawyers, Property Managers, Relocations Assistance Agents, Surveyors and Title Experts.
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